
 

 
 
 

 
 

Welcome to the Anglican Cathedral of  
St. John the Baptist 
1 February 2026 

The Presentation of the Lord in the Temple 
Candlemas 

Septuagesima 
 
Coming up this week… 
Wednesday 7:30pm Cathedral Choir             Crypt 
 
The Annual Congregational Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, 15 
February, following the 11 am service. We will be looking to elect 3 
new members of Vestry and a Youth Member (ages 16-24). If anyone 
is interested, or would like to find out more about Vestry, please speak 
to one of the Wardens or the Dean. 
 
Lenten Book Study: This year’s Lenten Study will be focused on the 
book by Paula Gooder, Women of Holy Week. Each week will focus on 
the story of one or two women, following the Gospel Story from Palm 
Sunday to Ascension. It will not be necessary to purchase the book, but 
if you would like a copy, the Dean can provide the information. The 
plan is to meet in the Crypt at 4 p.m. each Sunday in Lent, beginning 
February 22nd. We would share the story and related Bible passage, 
and reflect on the questions provided. For those who want to stay on, 
we could then share supper together. We would hopefully be finished 
by about 6 or 6:30. Please let the Dean know if you would like to join 
the Lenten Study and if you would be planning to stay for supper. 
 
 

A WARM WELCOME 
to Visitors and Newcomers! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our Children’s Ministry 
Meets downstairs during the 
11 a.m. service most weeks. 
The children will process 
downstairs during the Gradual 
Hymn. 
 
Washroom Facilities are 
located through the tunnel on 
the right side of the chancel 
and down the stairs. There is 
also an accessible washroom 
in the South Transept (to the 
right of the Chancel). 
 
Assisted Listening Devices are 
available at the entrance. 
 
New to the Cathedral?  
Please fill out a welcome 
card/envelope found in the 
pews. 
 
Learn more about the 
Cathedral by visiting 
OurCathedral.ca 
 
Like the Cathedral on 
Facebook @anglcathstj 
 
 

The AED is mounted by  
the Sacristy. 

 

PARISH DIRECTORY 
Parish Office 
P.O. Box 23112 
St. John’s, NL, A1B 4J9 
709-726-5677  
Office@OurCathedral.ca 
Website: OurCathedral.ca 
 
The Right Rev’d Samuel Rose 
Bishop of Eastern NL 
709-576-6697; Bishop@Anglicanenl.net 
Diocesan Website: AnglicanENL.net 
 
The Very Rev’d Roger Whalen 
Dean and Rector: 709-693-4529; 
Roger@OurCathedral.ca 
 
The Rev’d Gail Dick  
Vicar Pastoral: 709-685-5809 
Gail@OurCathedral.ca 
 
Director of Music 
Mrs. Sharon Whalen 
Music@OurCathedral.ca 
 
Honorary Assistants 
The Rev’d Canon Dr. Frank Cluett 
The Rev’d Canon Margaret Hall 
The Rev’d Dr. Robert Rowlands 
The Rev’d Derrick Bishop 
 
Church Wardens 
Cindy Marshall: 709-771-4727 
   cindymarshall@nl.rogers.com 
Laura Cowan: 709-986-2904 
   lauranewmancowan@gmail.com 
Verger 
Sharon Stuckey 
Office Administrator 
Jill Kenny: 709-726-5677 

 
 



 
 
Today we observe the Feast of the Presentation of Christ in the 
Temple.  The Feast falls forty days after Christmas as, according to 
traditional Judaic law, the Virgin Mary presented her first-born male 
child to the priest in the temple in Jerusalem.  The feast is known by 
several names: The Feast of the Presentation, the Purification of the 
Blessed Virgin, and as Candlemas from the tradition of blessing candles 
on this occasion. 
The last great festival of the Christmas cycle, Candlemas is a pivotal 
day – a bitter-sweet occasion.  St. Luke’s gospel tells us: “Behold, this 
child is set for the fall and rising again of many in Israel; and for a sign 
which shall be spoken against; Yea, a sword shall pierce through thy 
own soul also.” 
At Candlemas, the mood shifts from the cradle to the cross, from 
Christmastide to Passiontide.  In that shift of mood, devotion, and 
liturgy, we take with us the light of Christ:  hence the ceremony of light 
and blessing of candles. 
This is a symbol of the sure promise that Christ is our eternal light and 
salvation, now and throughout all ages. 
 
Monthly Special Offering Intentions: Our special intention for this 
month is Emmaus House Food Bank. Please write “Food Bank” on 
your envelope or in the memo of your electronic donation.  

 

Gonzaga High School will be holding its annual Ocean Ranger 
Memorial Prayer Service to remember those who lost their lives in the 
tragedy 44 years ago. The service will be held at 1 pm on Thursday, 
February 12 at the Basilica of St. John the Baptist. The service will be 
livestreamed: www.youtube.com/@BasilicaHeritageFoundation.  
 

Upcoming Sunday Services: 
February 8th: Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
 – 11 a.m. BAS Choral Eucharist & Baptism 
 – 3 p.m. Installation of the Cathedral Chapter 
February 15th: Last Sunday after Epiphany 
 – 9 a.m. BCP Holy Eucharist (said) 
 – 11 a.m. BCP Choral Mattins 
February 22nd: Lent I 
 – 11 a.m. BCP Choral Eucharist & the Great Litany 
March 1st: Lent II 
 – 11 a.m. BCP Choral Eucharist  
 
Weekday Morning Prayer: 9:30 am Tuesday, Wednesday, & Thursday. 
 
NSO Presents – Masterworks 2: Slavic Virtuosity On February 6 at 
8pm, join the Newfoundland Symphony Orchestra for a world-class 
evening of orchestral music. Conductor Thomas Leduc-Moreau leads 
the NSO through a program brimming with passion and power, 
starting with Valentyn Silvestrov’s Silent Music. The evening’s 
centrepiece features world-renowned cellist Stéphane Tétreault in 
Sergei Sergeyevich Prokofiev’s brilliant Symphonie Concertante, op. 
125. Then, prepare to be dazzled by Modest Mussorgsky’s Pictures at 
an Exhibition, in the shimmering orchestration by Ravel. To top it all 
off, Calos Youth Orchestras joins the NSO on stage for a powerful side-
by-side performance—bringing the next generation of talent into the 
spotlight. An unforgettable evening of Slavic soul and symphonic 
spectacle! Tickets are available at the ACC Box Office (709-729-3900), 
online at www.artsandculturecentre.com and at the door. 
 
Book Sale and Thrift Shop  -  Wesley United Church  
Wesley United Church (Patrick St. & Hamilton Avenue) will be holding 
a book sale on Saturday February 21st from 9:00 am - 2:00 pm. All 
paperbacks will be on sale at a cost of 4 for $1. At the same time the 
Wesley Thrift Shop will also be open, so come browse books and shop 
for great finds. All are welcome! 

 

 

 

 



11:00 a.m. Choral Eucharist & Candlemas Procession (BCP) 
Setting: Missa Brevis No. 3 (Eric Sheppard) 

 
Bidding Prayer for Candlemas 
Introit Hymn: 79 Of the Father’s love begotten Divinum mysteruim 
                             v. 1, 3, 4, & 7 
The Lord’s Prayer & Collect for Purity BCP p. 67 
The Summary of the Law, Kyrie eleison p. 69 
Sung Responsory for Candlemastide Gibbons 
The Collect of the Day 
The Proclamation of the Word 
Malachi 3:1-4 Joyce King 
Psalm 84  p. 437 
Hebrews 2:14-18 Beatrice Andres 
Gradual Hymn: 573 Thee will I love, my strength, my tower Surrey 
The Holy Gospel: Luke 2:22-40 
The Nicene Creed p. 71 
The Sermon   The Very Rev’d Roger Whalen 
Offertory Sentence  
Offertory Hymn: 98 Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness 
 Uttingen 
The Intercessions 
The Holy Communion 
Invitation, Confession, Absolution, Comfortable Words  p. 76 
Thanksgiving and Consecration p. 78 
The Peace, Prayer of Humble Access, Agnus Dei p. 83 
THE COMMUNION 
Anthem: All Praise to Thee      Elaine Hagenberg 
The Lord’s Prayer, Thanksgiving p. 85 
Candlemas Procession 
     Jesus Christ is the Light of the World. Alleluia! 
     A light no darkness can extinguish. Alleluia! 
The Blessing of the Candles 
Nunc dimittis Ayleward 
 During which the candles will be lit  
Prayer for the Procession 
Hymn 461 Lord, dismiss us with thy blessing   Dismissal 

During which the Procession moves to the rear Nave crossing 

Closing Responsory 
Father, here we bring to an end our celebration of the Saviour’s birth. 
Help us, in whom he has been born, to live his life that has no end. 
Here we have offered the Church’s sacrifice of praise. 
Help us, who have received the bread of life, to be thankful for your 
gift. 
Here we have rejoiced with faithful Simeon and Anna. 
Help us, who have found the Lord in his temple, to trust in your 
eternal promises. 
Here we have greeted the light of the world. 
Help us, who bear these candles, never to forsake the light of Christ. 
Here we stand near the place of baptism. 
Help us, who are marked with the cross, to share the Lord’s death 
and resurrection. 
Here we turn from Christ’s birth to his passion. 
Help us, for whom Lent is near, to enter deeply into the Easter 
mystery. 
Here we bless one another in your name. 
Help us, who now go in peace, to shine with your light in the world. 
Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 
The Blessing 
Christ, whose glory fills the skies, fill you with radiance and scatter the 
darkness from your path. Amen. 
Christ, the Sun of Righteousness, gladden your eyes and warm your 
heart. Amen. 
Christ, the Dayspring from on high, draw near to guide your feet into 
the way of peace. Amen. 
And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 

* * * * * 
The Installation of the new Cathedral Chapter, along with the 
Diocesan Chancellor, and the commissioning of the Bishop’s Council, 
will take place at 3 pm on Sunday, 8 February. All are welcome! 

 
We gratefully acknowledge donations to: 
The General Fund † In memory of George Fears, son-in-law of Bill and 
Pearl Janes.  


